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Exhortation to Friends, &c. 


E AR Friends and Brethren, who 
have been viſited with a high and 
heavenly Viſitation, both in this 
and other Lands, more eſpecially, 
you, amongſt whom it hath been my 


Lot to travel in the Work and Service of the 


Goſpel; who know in what the heavenly Re- 
lation and Heirſhip of the everlaſting Kingdom 
ſtands. My Love in the Seed and Word of e- 
ternal Life, moſt dearly ſalutes you all, who 
are beloved of God, and have taſted of that 
Love which is not of this World, neither can 
be comprehended by it, nor the Wiſdom of it; 
being in it ſelf incomprehenſible, incorruptible, 
pure and undefiled ; wherein, as we abide, we 

| „ live 


A 
live above the World and Spirit of it; above 
the Luſt and Pleaſure thereof; above the Pride, 
corrupt Eriendſhip and Faſhions-that be therein, 
and grow up together in him, who is our Head 
and Foundation; our great High Prieſt and Pro- 
phet, our Leader, Feeder and Overſeer, our 
only Lord and King, to whom be Dominion 
and Praiſe now and for ever. 

And, dear Friends, as we grow up together 
in him, whoſe Kingdom is not of this World, 
but from above, i. e. ſpiritual and everlaſting, 
we ſhall grow out of the Contentions, Strifes 
and Diviſions which are in the World, (about 
the things thereof) and in the peaceable Spirit 
of him who is our King, ſit down together in 
his heavenly Kingdom, where no Strife, Emy- 


lation, nor bitter Revilings are; no Wrath, Cla- 


mour, nor evil Speaking; where no Scoffer, 


nor High- fly ing Capernaumite; no Ly er, nor de- 


ceitful Worker can come, ſuch having no Hlace 
nor Intereſt in his Preſence, Houſe nor King- 


dom; whoſe Kingdom ſtands in Righteouſneſs, 
in Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. 
And the Pſalmiſt declared, That he who worketh De- 

crit ſhall not dwell in his Houſe; he that telleth Lies 


ſhall not tarry in his Sight, Pal. 101. 7. His Houſe, 


his Kingdom and dwelling Place, where he re- 


veals his Glory, is pure and holy; Holineſs be- 
comes God's Houſe for ever, Pſal. 93. 5. Holi- 
neſs is that which we ought to preſs or deity, 
Holineſs in Life and Converſation; that as the 
Root is holy, ſo we, who profeſs our ſelves to 
be the Branches, might be holy, that we may diſ- 


charge our ſelv es both in the ſight of God and 


Men, 


CS) 


Men, by walking,as becomes our holy Profeſſion» 


in all Holineſs of Life and of Converſation. 


There is a Converſation towards God, or. 


Walking with God in Spirit, which is moſt ac- 
ceptable to him; and there is a Converſation 
towards Men, or a Walking among all Men with 


whom we have to do, which in all Reſpects, and 


upon all Occaſions, ought to be according to the 


_ Goſpel of Chriſt, and that is, to do by others 


in all things as we would be done by, for tbis is 
the Law and the. Prophets, Matt. 7. 12. And as 
this would be moſt pleaſing to God, ſo it would 
be moſt acceptable to all Men who have a due 
regard to Truth, Juſtice and Equity: This 
would greatly tend to ſpread the Fame and Re- 
putation of Truth, and we ſhould, .if this were 
our Rule, be indeed as Lights on a Candleſtick, 
as a City ſet on a Hill, and as the Salt of the 
Earth, for then would our Converſations great- 
ly tead to lighten and ſeaſon others. 

There is alſo a Converſation in the Church, 
or a Walking among thoſe whom we proteſs our 
ſelves to be joyned in Community with, and in 


this reſpe& alſo our Converſations ought to be 


according to, or as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
Now if | profeſs my ſelf to be a Member of that 
myſtical Body, over which Chriſt Jeſus is the 
Head, and walk contrary to the Rules of that 
Body or Society, either as with reſpec to my 
Converſation among Men in general, or in rela- 
tion to the Church in particular, I ought not to 
ſit or act as a Member of that Body or Church, 
until | have given Satisfaction, and am reſtored 
or brought into Unity with the Church. Now 
I 3 as 
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as the Unity of the true Church, and the Mem- 
bers thereof, ſtands in the Spitit of Chriſt, ſo 


that the divine Spirit, i. e. ſnould be the Root and 


Foundation from whence all ſhould act in the 
Church of Chriſt; for as every one that appears 
in the Miniſtry, - ſhould be peculiarly gifted and 


anointed for the Work of the Miniſtry : So there 


is a Gift in Government which al] ſhould have 
a peculiar Regard unto, who appear in the Ma- 
nagement of the Affairs of Truth; for it is moſt 
certain, that the Affairs of Truth ſhould be ma- 
naged in the Spirit of Truth, and not in Mens 
own Spirits, neither Wit nor Wealth "ſhould 
bear ſway among the People of God, but the 
Wiſdom, Power and Authority of the divine 
Spirit, and they that walk in the Spirit, in the 
Power and Wiſdom thereof; they walk with 


God, viz. have Fellowſhip with God in Spirit 


and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt : This is a divine 
Fellowſhip, a Fellowſhip which the Saints in 
Light knew in Days paſt, and which a Remnant 
are made Witneſſes of in this our Day, where- 
in the Light of the glorious Goſpel is broken 
forth again in great Splendor, and the glorious 
Brightneſs of that eternal Sun is ariſen, which 
can never more be eclipſed. How circumſpect, 
how diligent and careful ovght all thoſe to be 
who profeſs themſelves to be come to the Bright- 
neſs of the ariſing of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 


| leaſt occaſion Thould- be given to any to ſpeak 


evil of the way of Truth, or ſtumbling Blocks 
laid in the way of the Weak, by our not walk- 
ing anſwerable to the Truth profeſſed by us? 
A light airy, frothy, talkative Converſation and 
| ; | Spirit, 


. 
Spirit, doth not only very often prove perniti- 


ous to them who give way to it in themſelves, 
but hurtful and of if] Conſequence to ſuch, as 


have an Opportunity, and with a watchful” Eye 
will view our Converſations and Conduct, to ſee 


whether they correſpond with, our Profeſſion or 
nay; and for my own part, I never yet could 


tell how to reconcile a light jocular Spirit, 


Temper and Converſation 'with true Chriſtia- 
nity, but have ever looked upon it to be (where 


it hath been given way to) the very reverſe to 
a true Chriſtian Spirit and Converſation z and 
as I have been often burthened and grieved with 
it, ſo I have felt the Indignation of the Lord 
burn in my Soul againſt that Spirit: And it is 
upon me in the Name ot the Lord to declare 
ſuch are yet in Babylon, wifo under a Profeſſion of 
the bleſſed Truth, are ſtill delighting in Jocu- 
laricy, in fooliſh Talking and Jeſting, and yet 
lam not about to ſet up or commend a moroſe 
or ſower temper Spirit or Converſation, but a 
true Freedom and Openneſs mix'd with that 
Gravity, which adoras and renders the Conver- 
ſation agreeable to, and as becomes the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, ' well knowing that there is a true 
Freedom in the Truth, and they are happy who 
keep within the Bounds and Limits of it in all Re- 
ſpects and upon all Occaſions ; ſuch keeping their 
. Garments unſpotted, ſhall walk with the Lord 
in White, for they are worthy. And, O that 
the Proud and Haughty, the Earthly, the World - 


ling, the Self-ſeeker, who hath Self in his Eye, 


in almoſt, if not in all things which he doth, 
would come to the Place of W aſhing, i. e. to the 
5 A4 Spirit 
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Spirit of Judgment, that therein, as in a River, 
he might waſh and bathe, and for this End is the 
Fountain which the Lord is opening in this Goſ- 
pel Day, ro the ' Houſe of David, and to the Inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs, 
Dec 13 . : 
And, O that the Formaliſt, the dry and empty 
Profeſſors who poſſeſs not "what they profeſs, 
with all ſuch as balk their Teſtimony, and do not 
walk according to the Goſpel, would come and 
waſh therein,. that they might be made clean, 
and fit to come up in a Service for the Truth in 
their Day, that ſo their Day might not go over 
their Heads before they ſhall have got their Days 
Work done, is my fervent Defire; for my Soul 
Travels for Zion, and all that belongs to her, 
as one who knows. that God will proſper ſuch 
as prays for her Peace. And dear Friends, you 
that have begun well even in the Spirit and 
Truth of God, and who feel the Vertue and 
Power of Jeſus with you, hold on your way and 
Jook ſtedfaſtly to him, who is the Author, that 
you may know him to be the Finiſher of your 
Faith: Sink down into his Name and Power, 
and wait to feel your Growth in the hidden 
Life and in the Soil that's ful} of Fatneſs, that 
the Life of the immortal Word may ſpring up 
In you, and the Glory of the Higheſt may de- 
ſcend upon you; but remember ſt ill, in the great- 
eſt Enjoyments chat the Root muſt bear you, and 
that you cannot bear the Root, and therefore 
bend down to the Root in all your Goings, and 
in the whole Courſe and Conduct of your Lives 
* that be your * and Foundation, oy 1 
Ft? ave 


(9). 

have often obſerved, that after great Enjoy- 
ments, great Temptations and Buffeings of Sa- 
tan hath quickly followed, and l have thought of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, after the Holy Ghoſt 
had deſcended upon him as a Dove, and a Voice 
fell from Heaven concerning him, ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed,” Matt. 
3. 16, 17. how he was led of the Spirit into the 
Wilderneſs to be tempted of the Devil and if he, in 
whom the Fulneſs of the God-head dwelleth bo- 
dily, was aſſaulted by the Tempter and com- 
mon Enemy of Mankind, how much more may 
we poor, and of our ſelves, helpleſs Creatures 
expect to be beſet and aſſaulted with numerous 
Temptations, and, as it were, in the very. midſt 
of great Enjoyments to be furiouſly aſſailed by 
the Enemy of all Righteouſneſs ; it ought then 
to be our great Care in all States and Enjoy- 
meats to dwell in a Senſe of our own Nothing- 
neſs, that our Dependency may be wholly upon 
Jeſns Chriſt, our great and mighty Helper, by 
whoſe Power alone, we can only hope to with- 
ſtand and overcome our Souls Enemy. Chriſt 
Jeſus is the Root of Life, and the Foundation of 
all Truth; he overcame and foiled our Enemy 
in the open Field, and its only by and through 
Faith in his Name that we can hope to overcome, 
and therefore look not only at Openings, how 
glorious ſoever they may be, but chiefly to that 
Hand that opens, look to the Root of eternal 
Life, and feed thereupon, leſt being too much 
delighted with Openings, you do not lean fo 
much as you ſhould do on that Hand that opens, 
but be apt to grow high and lifted up the 

\ ; ma- 
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Imagination by Satan's transforming, until ano- 
ther Birth be brought forth than that of the 
| pure Spirit; and therefore you eſpecially, who 
| are young in Years and Experience, beware of 
| High-miadedneſs, be not high minded, but fear; 
2 fear to offend that God, who beholds you in all 
your ways, and have a care of takiag his Jew- 

- els and decking your ſelves with them, for the 
Lord is 4 jealows God, and his Glory he will not 
give to another. Men may ſoon grow florid 
both in Diſcourſe and Preaching, and yet be in 
2: withering State and Condition, as to the 
Ground and Foundation of Truth, and therefore 
let us watch in the Light, leſt we ſhould be cor. - 
rupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, and 

have a care of affecting Popularity or gathering 

. to Self, let Self be kept underfoot for ever, and 

heavenly Wiſdom, Power and Righteouſneſs be 

ſought after, and minded above all, that the Lord 
alone may be exalted; and let all be exhorted to 

Diligence in the Work and Service of the Lord 

in their reſpective Places and Stations, and to 

the Improvement of thoſe Gifts God hath given 
them, that none may be found in the ſlothful Ser- 
vant's State, nor, with the fooliſh Virgins, want 
the Oyl, the Power and Vertue of Life, when 
the Bridegroom -ſhall appear, to entertain with 

Joy and Gladneſs all ſuch as he ſhall find prepa- 

red and made ready for his Appearance and Com- 

ing. Let. the Prodigal remember the Father's 

Houſe, and Return thither in time, with unfeign- 

| edRepentance, and he that has not on his Wed- 
} ding Garment, buy fine Linnen with ſpeed to ar- 
rap himſelf in, leſt being found not having 
bj : the 


EY © 
the Wedding Garment, when the King ſhall take 

_ a view of his Gueſts, his Shame appear, and be 
be caſt into utter Darkneſs ;, for the Day haſtens a- 
pace wherein the Lord.will try the Foundations - 
of Men, and Wo to them that reje& Chriſt the 
| Rock of Apes, and the Foundation of all the 
righteous Generations ; ſuch ſhall tremble at the 
Preſence of the Lamb, when he ſhall render his 
Reproof with Anger, and his Rebukes with 
J. e | 
Wherefore Friends, walk humbly, walk re- 
verently and awfully before the Lord; let him 
have your whole Hearts, and ſerve him with all 
your Might: I have often thought with what 
Reverence and Awfulneſs the Pfalnuſt addreſſed 
himſelf to the moſt High, after he had prepared 
with all his Might for the Houſe of God, and 
had both ſtirred up others to conſecrate their 
Service to the Lord, and had ſeen the Liberality 
of the Fathers and Princes of the Tribes of I, 
rael, 1 Chron. 2. 9. in great Humility, and with 
a high Regard to the Almighty, he breaks forth 
and makes his Acknowledgments unto him after 
this manner, ſaying, But who am I, and what ts 
my People that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly 
after this ſort ? for all things come of thee, and of 
thine own have we given thee, Verſe 14. - 
It is a great Truth that all things come of him, 
we have nothing that's good but what comes from 
God; ſhall we not then in this Goſpel Day ſer ve 
him with our All, with all our Strength, with 
all our Snbſtance, and with all our Abilities, he 
who is the Father and Fountain of all Goodneſs, 
whoſe Love and Goodneſs to us-ward hath been 
| | beyond 


e 
beyond Expreſlion. Surely, if we conſider aright of 
his Mercies, of his Bounty and Goodneſs, his Pa- 
tience and long Forbearance, his Preſervations 
and Protections, it may incite us; yea, ought to 
ingage us to love and ſerve him with all our 
Hearts, with all our Souls and Strength. How 
can any then, who profeſs Love to him and Faith 
in his Son Jeſus Chriſt ſix down in a bare Con- 
vincement of the Truth, or ſatisfie themſelves 
with coming to our religious Meetings only once 
a Week, i. e. on the Firſt Day, when for many 
Conſiderations and Reaſons they cannot purſue 
their latereſt in the World as at other times ? 
Can we not at leaſt ſpend a few Hours one Day 
in a Week beſides the Firſt Day, to wait upon 
the Lord our God to worſhip and ſerve him, 
from whom all our good things come? If not, ſure- 
ly we are not redeemed from the Earth, we are 
not what we profeſs our, ſelves to be, Children of 
the moſt High God, as all are who are led by.his 
Spirit, Rom. 8. 14 neither do we render again 
according to the Benefits done to us, nor yet are 
we good Examples to them that are without; for 
tho? God, the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
may be worſhipped in all Places, and at all times, 
by ſuch as live and walk in his Spirit, he being a 

Spirit and his Worſhip ſpiritual, yet they are not 
blameleſs that do neglect, no more than they were 
that did forſake the Aſſembling of themſelves to- 
gether, or who are not ready to give the molt 
publick and ample Demonſtrations of their Love 
and Zeal for the Glory of God, as often as with 
any tolerable Convenience they can, in meeting 
with and among his People, for publick 

as ___ Worſhip, 


(13) 
Worſhip, Service and Adoration to him. We 
may read in the holy Scriptures of a time 
wherein the Proud were counted happy, and 
they that wrought Wickedneſs were ſet up; Ther 
they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, 
and the Lord hearkned and heard it, and a Book of 
Remembrance was written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon his Name. 
And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in 
the Day when I make up my Jewels, and I will ſpare 

them as a Man ſpareth his own Son that feareth him, 
. 1 „en 
And ſhall we now be backward or negligent 
in this weighty Matter, 5. e. of meeting toge- 
ther to exhort one another to walk in the Fear 
of the Lord, and to perſevere in the Way of 
Truth, more eſpecially any among us who have 
received a Gift in the Miniſtry, or-are eſteemed 
as Elders or Overſeers in the Church, or who 
appear in the Meetings of Buſineſs in the Ma- 
nagement of Truth's Affairs: God forbid. Leer 
it not be told in Gath, let it not be publiſhed in Al- 
kelon left the Daughters of the Philiſtines rejoyce, leſt 
the Daughters of the VUneircumciſed triumph But 
where ſuch things are, vix. Negligence and want 
of Zeal in coming to Meetings; they who are 
guilty tell it themſelves, they publiſh it far 
enough by their frequent Abſence from Meet- 
ings of Worſhip; and I cannot think, ſuch Men 
as are remiſs in that reſpect under due Qualifica- 
tions to act in Meetings of Buſineſs, nor ſuch 
neither who do not rule their own Houſes well; 
For if 4 Man know not how to rule bus own Honſe, _ 


(44) 
Hall he take cars of the Church of God? 1 Tim. 3. 4,5. 
Theſe things are ſpoken in order to excite and 
Ric up the Negligent to Faithfulneſs and Dili- 
Zence, and to clear my Conſcience in the fight 
of Cod, with whoſe Love my Heart is filled in 
the Penning of theſe Lines, and my Cup over- 
flows with Thankſgiving to the Lord, in the Re- 
membrance of a Remnant in this Nation of Eng- 
land, who are faithful to God, and who have 
waſhed their Garments and made them white in 
the Blood af the Lamb. Among you my Soul 
hath been bathed in the divine Ocean, and we 
have drank together into one Spirit, in that Life 
which is one, and but one in all, and which is 
hid from all the World; We have been made 
maniſeſt one to another, and in the ſhining Light 
and warming Beams of the Father's. Glory l 
dearly ſalute, and take a hearty Farewel of you 
all, eſpecially you in the Northern Parts of this 
Nation, among whom I have had my Converſa- 
tion for many Years, and with, whom 1 have not 
only been unexpreſſibly comforted: in Years paſt, 
but in the laſt Viſit which I was drawn by the 
-Cords.of the Goſpel to make you, not many 
Months ago, in which. Viſit the Hand of him 
that's inviſihle was eminently ſeen and felt a- 
mong us in many Meetings, and his Glory reſt- 
ed upon and cavered our Spirits. 
To the Lord alone be the Praiſe, Dominion 
and Glory for ever, in whoſe Covenant of Life 
my Soul lives with you, and in the Fellowſhip of 
the eternal Spirit, you are near me beyond Ex- 
preſſion - O ye Fathers, Elders and Pillars in 


4 


the 
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the Church of Chriſt, who ſhine by him that 1 
| ſhines in you, and through you. to others, m 
Spirit is melted in the Remembrance of you, who 
have made ſtrait Steps to your Feet, and whoſe 
| Goings are in the Deeps, who are fixed in the } 
eternal Power, and give the Glory to none but 11 
God. When I take a View of you in the eter- 
nal Light, and call to Mind your fervent Love, 
your holy Zeal, the comely Order that is. among 
you, and the Stedfaſtneſs of yqur Faith, your 
Obedience, Self-denial and Humility, I am rea- 
dy in the Sight and Senſe of theſe things, and of 
tthe Glory which I know attends you in your re- 
 ligious Meetings, to cry out with the Man of |} 
God, the Man after God's own Heart, and ſay, |: 
Great is the Lord, and greatly-v0 be praiſed in the 
City of our God, in the Mountain of his Holineſs. |: 
Beautiful for Situation, the Joy of the whole Earth ies 
Mount Zion, on the Sides of the North, the City of (| 
the great King, Pſal. 48. 1, 2. 5 
And now dear Friends, as I am bound in Spi- 
rit to leave my Native Land, and all that's dear 
to me therein, in order to Viſit the Lord's In- 
heritance in ſome Parts of America; let me , 
have the Benefit of your Prayers when we may 
be outwardly far ſeparated; This is what I de- (] 
ſire of you, the Help of your Spirits, the Aſſiſt- | 
ance of your Prayers, that I may be preſerved 1: 
in that, wherein if we live to meet again, we | 
may be truly edified and comforted together, 
even in the eternal Truth and Power of God, 
wherein I heartily deſire all the Lord's People 
may thrive and flouriſh, and that Unity, Peace {|} 
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